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CONFAB 1s & aouetimes-zine, published by Bob
Peatroveky, Box 634, Norfolk, Nebr. It ia
intended mwainly asz & trade-zine, although anycne
may get on the malling llist merely by writing.
No subscriptlon price 1s asked althouzgh contri-

/3 butions wlll be accepted-
\\
{Y} Despite any information to tha contrary

which may have besen spread recently, CONFAB 1is
not dead. Or perhaps 1t would Le more correct to
say that CONFAB has been resurrscted after a
short death. A ghort time 2go I had decided to
fold the mag, ‘but have since chonzed my mind.
Thls announcoment supersecdog any announcnsuts of
CONFAB's demlse which you might rezd in some of
the other fanmags.

Thlis tenth lssue of CONFAB ‘has been & long time coming. The
ninth issue was dated January 31, and that Ls nlinc rionths ago.
Much too long a time between issues for even aucl. an lrregular
publlication as CONFAB has been. 4nd thls lssue has also been gulte
some tims 1n preparation, slim as it 1s. As a matter of facil:
these ten pages were on masters ready to be rwm off about two
months ago, along witk some fanzine reviews. But by the time I
was ready for the dittolng, the reviews weretoo dated to use, so
I finally declded to junk the whole issue. Now, however, I’'ve
rewrlitten a couple of the pagea and made changes on others with
the result you sea@ here., The reasons for/???at long deslay have
been many and varied, but I won't go into a édoetalled account. You
can simply blame 1t on an over-developed gafla conditlon, 1I you
need an excuse.

I have fond hopes of gettling the eleventh issue out quite
some time before another nine months have passed. Another such
long delay sezms highly unlikely now, but I don't velisve I'll
commit myself bty settling any deadllnes.

Up untll now I've alwaye maintained that CONFAR was malinly a
trade-zine and that no cash was being accepted for it. However,
gome fans stlll insilisted on sending coins or stampc Tor an issuc
or so and %0 return this money had been costing me almost as
much in postage as the money being returned. 5o let me isaue ‘
falr warning to one and all. OCONFAB 1s etlll nmalinly & trade-zine
with no subscription price beilng asked. However. thoge who do
send in uwomey or stamps for coples wlll rnot have 1t returned here-
after. The money will be quickly pocketed and consldered & con-
tribution to the cause. Nor will any records be hepli of how muich
anyone contributes. So be 1lt.

I'm not golng to apologlze for the age of the loticrs in thie
issue, a3 I don't bellieve the subjects dlscussed are af?ccteg. In
fact, I doubt if anyone but the writers would know if T hadn L
mentioned it. wE. .

Be with you in #ll---scon, I hope...
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ERIC EENTCLIFFE, 47 Alldils St, Great Moor, Stockperd, Cheshlre,
ENGLAND

- o FAN3 aren’t equlpdod to commﬁ;t on the p:oma 8723 Sorry,
I don't agree. No one 1s "eguipped" to coimant on anything. %The
profeesional critics who get oatd for commenthg ¢ curreant liter-
ature by the Pally Nows are not equ*oueﬁ o comment on s~f pro-
rage, or s—-f btooke. But they connent Juet ihe ste and rotice 1is
taken by the general publlce of thelr cemments. 4 comment is just s
statement of opirlon. A& review igram ossdy of oplpﬁo“n One does
not have to he "equipped" to write eliher. A revisw in a pro
publicatlicn is anr attempt (generallyl to keep the rea dar in wouch
with vhat ip being published, and what {ia ths reviewer's oplnion)
is the vest oi thaet publlslied. It should be the sane in 2 fanzine.
sometimes it 1s; sometimes nct. I have inown Tan-~edo Lo publish
reviews becguse they have been deilberaisly p rovocactive, and because
they have expscted them to brilzag in zcads of lctiers for the letter
sectlon. Apart from the dellberately provocatlive tyoe; revlews
in a ferzine are usually iuteonded to be a serioue staotenent of wihat
the reader thouzht of a particular mag or story. If ithe reviewer's
tagte 1s similar to the majority of readers of tbhe h-nv~ his revlews
will be pralsed zand btis will be reacmbhered
ag a good revliever. If H¢a vieus are
different-~1in the mincrl ty--he will be
panned becauzs he 1lsn t "equlppzd? to
reviev., It _doesn’'t really mitier if he
has never read s-I belore. I hls tastes
are similer to tine mass he will be liked.

I rsad a revich %o find out the

opinlon of the writer, tc find ous
whethesrr he liked & dlslilked & story I
nad rezd. 3o do moet fen, I thinr. I
20 interested 1n corpas ! otlicx Tolks
tastes withh ny own but ieysr leu the
reviewer be the dictator ¢f what I read
or what I buy.. I have Lesa gypped this
way before. s..

(I'w prevty much in agreement
with you on the subjicct of raviews
and reviewexrs, Zric. I vsually
settle on ome or twoe "favoriie"
reviewers ayseli, whoss %astes seen
to run falrly cimiiaes (o my own,
from past exporiences. and follcow

%' thelr recommendatlonse to some degree.
™ Thls 1s by nc means infalllbls, Lut
) I think it doss save me Ircom wadin
the ESHM girli" through a lot of crud. Vou'll nobtice
5
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though, that T said . . Jed thelir recommendatiocws “te scme
degree”. Occaslonally, .'il read a book or story waich has
recelved a bad review just to zee if 1t could possiply be as
bad as the reviewers sald. And it most times ics.)
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I admit complete 1lgnorence ci projectors, fzat 1ens ang guch,

but I did once know an usheretts.,” -- Eric Bentcliffe.
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HOBERT BLOCH, P. 0. Box 362, Veyauwega, Vls.

CONFAB #9 has a brilllant 1dez...thls business of blank in-
werlineations. What a master-stroke: And it occurs to me that you
night go down 1in history as a Fannish Genius 1f you carried affairs
one step further to thelr logilcal cencluslon. Blank interlinea-~
tions ars fine, but what about a2 blank fanzine? lio tLltle. no illos,
no text at all. Letl everyone fill in his own contents; thus you
satlisfy each taste perfectly. . Every reader is guraranteed the kind
of materlal he personally llkes; €very voyeur can have his own
brand of artwork to look at; every fan can gain endless egoboo by
f111ing the letter columns wilth correspondence referring to him in
termg of high praise. This, I feel, is a Blg Thirg. It may Revo-
lutionize Fandom. Let's all get behind 1t and push. Malke sure
it's on the edge of the Grand Canyon firsi, though. Hoping you

are the sgsame -

(Lucklly, I wasn't. # It seems that several faneds
have made mentlon of the blank interlineatlions I used iln the
last issue. And this has proompted fellow-fan Rey Ynompson
to stats in & recent 1ssue of his zine ECLIPSE thav he is
she truo inventor of the blank interlineaticn. Thisg may or
may not be true; I haven't bothered to check the reference
he glves. However, the fact remains that At was the blank
interlineations in CONHFAB that the faneds were conmzntlng
apon, and my "inventlon" thereof. Thle business of gelting
"recognition" from something thet might possibly have boen
someone else’s idea at first 1sn't limlted to the fan fleld,
by eny means. Check your alstory. Lock at Marconil; lock
at the Wright Srothers; look at Jane Russell....yedllo...
What dld Jane Russell invent, you ask? VWho krows,., but Just

ilo0k at her. So who needs 1lnventions?)
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"If your mag has folded, keep the meney, but you might
gend me a bit of black crepe. -~ Rlck Oneary _
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JaMaS BROSCHART , Rural Route 1, Towanda, Pa.

fead the review of CONFAB In an ieauwe of PEON. I'd like to

get a copyoa-e
T have never heard of & fanzine with a pollcey llke youras.
Nothing but commenvary from the readers, hey? That chould prove

both interesting and informative.
4
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seens llke too many fanzinee
aye beconing "1ltlle ragazines"”,
concentrating almeelt entirely on
publishing gtcorics and arsticies.
this ls all very well. But it can
be overdone. ‘Yo @ne, & fanzine
gnould. b= firat of 2ll, deslgned
to unite and inform the fans.
telling of each other's doings,
1deas, activitles, ets. Too mmany
fanzlinss are gewtiaz avwvey from this
purposs. Sure, storles and aruvicles
are necessary and good, .but they
should not be utllized to the ex~
tent that 2 fanzine loses glght of
1ts primary reason for publication.

And, from what I hear, your
zine 1s . lin kKeepling wlith my vlews
pore than most chLher fanzlines. But
perhaps I shouldi't Jjump to this
conclugsion uvntil I have actually
seen COU.LFAB.

(Ferhaps you shouldn't
have, Jim. Al leact, the
following is & letiar recelved
ghortly after I'd gont the
copy of GONFAZ regueshod. )

Recelved the latest CORFAE the
other day. OCouldn't write tnis
letter 'til now because I nad to
let my eyveballs recover from the
strain of stralnling to read hekto.
3ad. I heartiliy agrees wilth one D. Hason; %o heck wiith heklo.

Soho, a letterzine:. Seves writing matdrial, doean't 147
Franlly, what you have done 1ln nine pages, zlnes llks GRUE,
ferinstance, do so much better in twlce as many oages. Plus having
an equzal amount of other materlal to round out a nlcszly halanced
1ssue. Now, I'm not trying to tell you that you have Lo pul ocut a
Tifty page fanzine to ve erfective, btut I am saying that 2 levitoer
column 1s not suificlent in itself. After all, soonzr or later
rans are geing to get tired of raving nothing to ccmiient on but
other letters. And 11 one deperds upon previous leviers to base
hlg leiter on, some dlacuszlons will drag on and on and on.: .

"Eut I wanna be different:" you say, "I den't want my zine %o
be Just another run~ot-the-mill fictlon-article-edltorial-letter
sectlion publication."”

All well and zgood. You are cdifferent, to certalin cxtent.
dot too many lettverzines around. Bub do you feel that jyou are
being efifectlively different by lust running letters? 4z liagon zays.
a great many fans don't give a hoot {a typical famnich gound) adous
‘Joe Schmork's opinlons on Alvir 3Schmalvian's last letuer.’

Re the discusslion on motlon picture processes: unfortunately,
I'm more of a science-flction fen than a movie fan, cnd it was as &

-
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stf fan that I bought your =i.:.. Imagine my wonderment upon finding
most of the zine occupled with a mcvie dlscussion, and comparitively
little of it devoted to toplics of a sclenco-flction noture. If I
had wanted to know about the movles. I1'd have run downtown and
bought some movlie mags.

The most thoroughly interesting letiter of the ish was the
extrenely apt commentary on interl&neations. Very inforzative.
More of thls sort of stuff, plus controversial edivorlials by vou,
would greatly lmprove the contents of yow zine.

(Now how 1s the poor faned supposed oo win?)
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"I reallize that an added subscriber will add another straw to

your back-breaking task, but I can hope." -- Rick Sneary.
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RIGCK SNEARY, 2962 Santa Ana St.,  South

Cate, Calii. | s
... Letterzines have always been { {;9 e
favorltes of mine. I even trisd one my- > e N
self. It lasted all of two imsues. S / Y
After that I declded to let others do 1 / \
the editing and I would wrlte the let- 2t &
ters. It worked fine, as long as ths o5 il i
zines lasted. VoM, Fandom Speaks, Dawn, -
Postwerp, etc. But then I passed over A W Ay i 7
the line myself... = }t Whigr b
Now, as & rasult of germs, I'm TTY e
heck Tor a while, and would like to see r— Q A DT
who's who and what's golng on. \iaﬁ:fl /
S
(Thanks for those kind words, {(/ ﬁﬁ}7 I N i
flck. You've bolstered my ego, 'GE WP SE N
and iy opinlon of letterzilnes, con- § \ i ? é
slderably after that last lettier. Hf}::i { A,
But I hope that sentence aboub ol C P
¥...23 long as the zines lasted" '“ijgymﬁy_&ggf/ -
isn‘t going to turn out to be a HLALY G
sort of dire prophesy about
CONFAB's future.)
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"7 used to be one of his rabidest fans, but I've been inmoculated.”
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Sgt. JOAN W. CARR, Clearing Wing, Cyprus Detachment, R.2.0. Mlddle
tagt, British FForces Post Offlice 53

...1"ve seen quite a lot of letters and artlelen recentiy,
mainly concerned with the different outlocks of wvarious fandoms etc,
which ssem to say that more people nowadays read and enjoy sclicnce
fiction. which is true in a way, but not the way the wrilters mecan
it. Pernaps ['m migtaken in tnis, but it sezma to me that the
attitude generally sdopted by mosh fans 1s that enrly fandem
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devoted to the cause of spso- . the "gospel"”. HNow, (they say).
1t has succeeded iIn that tosic. : she reaitlt ls that nobody feels
too happy about it. Because of this. modern fandom has dellberzte-
ly renounced the crusndjnb epirit and is bscoming mora escteric. A
sort ¢f "last stronghold” against the masses of readers. All very
well, but in my opinlon, early fandom never dld succeed in spreading
the gospel at all. Yhey wype of story that was kunown as sf in those
days could never command & larger audlence than the one it had then,
no mativar how much crugsading took place A1l tkhat hovoened was that
sf 1teelfl changed, and the new tvpe of story was cdeslmned for a
larger roeadershnip -=--~ and got it. Mind you, I don't mean to decry
the efforts of early fandom but I 9t11l think that the‘r kind or sf
hasn‘t spread - it'e just disappeared. And modern af, or at least
a large percentage of 1t, isn't more mature by any neans. In
vritirg for a larger aualnnce one has to w:itﬂ down Lo the average
1ntelligence of that audlience. Fang are falrly 5"*“17;gcnt oeople
out the mass readership lsn't. <vThank Ghu they seem to be slacking
off. All thils might be painfully obwloue to most fans, bui 1T 1t
1s, it certainly doesn't show up in the gtuit I've been readlag.
.o-when I firet became embroiled in fandom about WO years
ago, the UK tanzines seemed pretty esoterlc to me. Naturally. At
that time I hadn't even the baguest 1ldea of what went on. After
apbout 2 year, I became used to the UX fanzines and then I ran into
USA fendom. I was bzck where I started. Dowadays T have a falrly
good idea of the outline of fanunish develogement on both sides of
the Atlantic, tno there are still some pretiy large gazs. I only
learned throngh exchanging FEZ Tor as many US3A fanzines as I could.
It 1s, In fact, the only way for anyone to realily learn what 1s
what, If thls exchange ol fanzines can be lncreased I think we
would 211 benefitv. But take my case. I have becn left rather high
and dry by some faneds, and I have a bit or a grumble coming up.
Do you mind 1f I weep on your shoulder for a few minuics? VWhen I
first started FEZ 1 picked as many faneds as I could find and sent
them sample coples to see 1f they would exchwnbe» tiogt of the
peoole I contacied in thig way sent me thelir zineas stralgn avay.
2ut one or two didn't do ¢ nytning,r Now, I know tiat scme faneds
put out tnelr zZines on a "sub only" basis and don’t go in for
exchanzes (tho I don't know why! and I also realiz what soxe
faneds, for reasons known only %o them, perhaps d°c1‘oc tnat they
didn't like FEZ (tho again, I don’t really know why). 3ut surely
they could nave taken a few minutes off from lapouring on he ir
dreanm cnild to drop me a posicard saying "soriy, ao cxcn“nceo or
gometinlng? It isn't really much to ask, 1s Lt? I don't mind
spending money on FrZd, I expect my hobby to coat me moner, bu I
do dlslike the 1ldea of gendling the zine into a vold. I won't gi
ou anry nasmnes or anythlnL pecause that would be soumctiiing like &
'black-11st" and I'm a hundred ne"cent ﬂgoingg that, bus I really
ought to mentlon that tnis business lsr t 1imited t¢ USA fanads.
There are a couple on thils slde of the Atlantic Irown whou I've
naver heard a vord. Ah well... You can go chiange your Jjacket for
a drier one now 1f you like.

-~
)

e

Oh yes, one thing 1l meant to ask you. 3Jsince the Jear iy Cecn
in the USA 1s called a torld Con, why p____ "LONDOU I '58"%22 DPam?

('rhis business of sclence-iistior and Taodom Ls &
Lo 4
]



rather Inteireat iy and Intriguling serlies of con-
centric "imner circles™, thrcugh which a Tan must
work himself, First you Join & conparatively

emall and esoteric Eroup by becomlng & reader of

sf itself. Inside thle cirecle iz a zmaller and
more esoteric one called Fandom. 3¢11) srallier
groups are various degreeos of acllive fandom. working
to the BNF and the "ghode". I don't imow what
smaller cirele would fit ineide ithe "glhiod group"

but there probokly ls one. AL any rate. regardlesa
of where in the circles you might place yourself,
there always seems %0 be another ¢tlll smaller and
etlll more eseteric group into which you can work
yourself 1n time. There are no "cormissloned” fans;
each one must work himself up from the renks. Lwen the
sergeants. eh?)
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“There was a recent lsaue, tut it seemed more like a dving
£
zasp than a sound of recovery." -- Dick Lupoaff.
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STAN WOOLSTON, 12832 West Ave.. Garden Grove, Callf.

A few years ago, in a minor grade. 1 read a story titled (I
belleve) "Ihe Gift of the Magpie" who was telling & bunch of birds
how to make a nest, but every so often one or another gpacle would
fly away, thinking hiser partlal. knowledge was the wiaole thing.
Readlng certain letters brought that thought Lo the Tore of ny
punkin head; humens seem %o tnink just like the bircs in that story.

It’s easy to think that the experiences we have. or %the words
Wwe overhear, are the key words and suiltably cooplete for ug to make
a decision and state concluslons. But mavbe I'm meck tonight. I
won't jJjump on the statement George Wetzel gave that fantacy 1is belng
discriminated against by fang. In a way everything--every slde of
every problem--ig dlscriminated agalnat by fans and everyone else
who gives opinlons. Judgem=nt nvolves raking declaions. vhich is
discrimination.

Personally I consider myself a fan in ssveral "lervers" o?f
fandom, from the mild collectar (or eccumulater, which 1s a more
accurate term in my case) to the fan editor, member of FAPA, and
officeholding in N3F. When 1 became a FAPA member % was 0 sxtend
and slightly change the emphasls of my fansctivity,
to maka it at onces more personz2l. and more wide-
apread than even a score of personal letters would
be. To a certailn degree 1t also extended my cor-
respondence, another "fan-area" I didn't mentlon
above.

Bvery declislion I made to move into a allightiy
different fan-sphere showed the varlance in view-
point between fan and fan. Some zeemed content to
be primarily fan editors and sometimes put out &
"serious, constructive" publication which was often
guite specialized and scmetimes raflected quite an
insight into that speclializztion. Othor fan aditor:s
liked hto rub minds (if elbows, ete. were toc dlstant)

8 v
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with others in a more intlsnic 2y, uaing hoth By
the zfhne and the malls for thic aim. Ferhaps ; N\
this combination was the more plecsinsg to me; it A / \
was more relaxed and perhaps in some instance e em jr
less discriminating. But certain of these edi-~ SR /“>
tors and wrifters seemed to me to be the type who P St “*:f‘ ,é
liked to pick fighta or be stubbornly agaressive P LB i) gt
primarily to uphold their ego. K 97 FApw A H

Now, after all tunis gab, you may wondey \[“/ \ [’ 3o
what this has to do with anythlng I sald above. G EL IRy P
It's juat this: e person has an ego which ls ! 3
bound at times to bump into his fellows. Also, s oo {_4ﬁ“
a fan provides for himgelf a common ground Tor o i

self-expression. Llke most people, a fan czn be

as unreasonsble acs any cother human {and I swupposs I wouldn't be

taken amiss by most fans 11 I said some fanc outdid themselves).
Fane can Jump to concluszions, can stand up for thelr inalienable
right to be silly. And they will.

4 human belng is a prejudice~mackine. However, in growing
up many of the more mounialnous ones are huffzed at bty the contect
with others. Besldes peling a stupld ecreature. & hunan has bralnse.
He can learn, sometimes. &0 28 the mird becomes nmore cultlivated
the areas of prejudice mry bhecome finer ground, cr rayhe even
deeper set.

I believe that the dark-age prrejudice agalnat science ls not
s0 apparent today, nor is prejudice betwsen one "race” and another.
Note that Mohammedana once wont out to killl all non-beclloverg in
Allsh (but maybe I'd benter not get starzed with exenples; they're
long-winded things). Onre reason races (slc) are more friendly novw
is that tney’ve been tossed together for centirles ¢nd the edges
of their prejudlces have been worn dovn. Quite cften this hag
been bty intermarriage, blending of "raclal® straing.

Note how the American and other ex-European invaders ol
Japan have left behind many blonde bebiess. “his hae "weakenszd" a
strain thatw was more pure than that of China, Turker, cr any South
American country. With the chiidren, every lnvader hags brought in
ideas from outside, have blendecd culiures and ‘n the day of fasiy
tranaportation this is an accelerating tLhing.

So maybe 1t’'s natural that science fletion may tend %o push
at faniasy. not only in the minds of fans but in actualliy. I've
noted qulte a few bléndings of the two--an attempi to "&miain®
myths and fantasies that in the past would have beer. consldered
magical or fantasles and nothing else. And I thipk this is
natural. Ghosts get boring in tlme, so we might try to be loglecal
and sse vwhat a ghost might do in a certaln futwre crnvironment . how
1t will influence the crew and "supercargo" of a facter-than~-lisht
centurles-long trip to the other end of the liillty wny, for example.

On blackllists as an effort %o solve gripes, I think 1t is a
poor term %o use. No fan editor can blacklis? a singls fan; how-
ever, beycnd the term, I think that publicity in thls resrect might
do a good deed for fans as a whole. Some Tans have bzen careless
in the paet. Years ago 1 printed, from hand-zebt tyre, & single
i1ssue of a fanzlne called FIKST PERSON SINGULAR, in which I gave
price nor asked for subscriptions. However, 1 said I would 1liko

put out three & year, so several fans wrobts In with 2 2o0lin or o,

g
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I wasn't prepared for subccriolicng, o I lald the letiers aglde to '
be “worked ower" later. About that time I became more acilve in :
fandom, joined & few clubs (ineluding N3F, where Len Moifat and I .
startad a projJect titled the FAN DIRECTORY). 8o the printed zine ]
has so far been a one-ghot, and though nobody has jumped down my
throat I wonder if I've returned all the coins or not.

This is an example of an inexperienced fan furning into some-
thing that well might have caused much 111 feellnge. Incldentally,
as another cause of 111 feelings, I've a few articles that have
been contributed for a second issue, material that I fully irtended
to use within a brief time. At this tlme, thouvgh ry salary has 1n-
creased, I1've less money to put In fanactlvitlies ard much less
money as well. Some materizl was wrltien especially Tor the mag.
Every time I think of it, and the time reason tells me I don't have,
I crings. Guess I've a gullty feellng that time 2lone will heal.
(And by time I mzan time to put the mag out. Howevsr. .will the
writers protest me using thelr stuff which today mey not be thelr
considered bellefs?) Enough of this.

(I can readily understand your etaterent abeoul laying

ietters aslde %o be “worked over" later. and what can happeh

then. 7This letter of yours i3 & prime example. I'n not golng

to admit the date you wrote the letter, buil I will szay that 1

Just recently dug 1t out cf & stack of stulf here alfter look-

ing for it For months. Nuff sed?)
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"I wonder if the uncertainty principls could be
applied to fanzinas?" -~-- Stan Woolstoil. ’
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Bob Peatrowaky
Box 624
Norfolk, Nebr.
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